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Tom Bullock's 
Good Neighborhoods Safety Plan  
 
I’m running for Lakewood City Council because we need to make our neighborhoods safer .  
My “ Good Neighborhoods Safety Plan ”  is to: 
 
Strengthen our Police to Prevent Crime : 

· Strictly enforce noise, trash, graffiti, and other laws before minor violations lead to larger 
crimes. 

· Increase safety force presence at parks and playgrounds to keep kids supervised and safe. 

· Put more eyes and ears on the streets by adding Auxiliary Police to patrol Lakewood's borders. 

· Put more eyes and ears in neighborhoods through Block Watches and Good Neighbor 
Networks. 

· Adopt a "vice squad" strategy to shut down known problem spots that attract criminals. 

· Add traffic detail to stop chronic speeding on Lake, Clifton, Warren; add removable speed 
bumps to deter speeders from cutting through neighborhoods. 

· Take back neighborhoods with “Night Out Against Crime” events that connect citizens and 
police. 

· Get Lakewood police more tools and improve efficiency to meet growing safety challenges 

· Add personnel to increase number of Lakewood patrol officers. 

· Get a new police station and a modern jail. 
 
To finance this crime prevention plan we need to fight hard to get Lakewood's fair share of state 
and federal funds: 
 

Financing a Crime 
Prevention Plan for 

Lakewood

Federal

State

Local

 

· Federal share: radios, equipment, and 
emergency first responder training (a top 
priority since 9/11). 

 
· State share: training, emergency 

management, domestic violence prevention. 
 
· Local share: We’ll need to make tough 

choices to finance our local share of a safety 
plan. Securing community grants can help by 
providing some extra funding. 
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Starting Lakewood Block Watches and “Good Neighbor Groups”  
Organizing residents to keep our neighborhoods safe, friendly, and clean 
 
Organizing neighbors is the first step towards dealing with noise, trash, and absentee landlords. 
Starting Good Neighbor Networks to work with police and housing inspectors will add new tools to our 
problem-solving toolbox and can encourage a sense of ownership among renters and homeowners. 
 
We need to rely on ourselves, not just look to the police. They play an important role, but they are 
stretched and can't do everything. Both police and housing inspectors work more effectively when 
partnered with an organized network of informed neighbors. 
 
Good Neighbor Networks also do things that go beyond police work. We will encourage pride in our 
homes and courtesy and respect to people of all ages. By working as a neighborhood, we will make 
“safe, friendly, and clean” contagious. An open hand of welcome can convert hostility into ownership. 
 
 
“Good Neighbor Network”  =  Block Watch + Good Neighbor Guide + Neighborhood meetings 

with Police, Housing Inspectors, etc. + Welcoming Residents and 
Developing Sense of Ownership 

 
 
Create Block Watches and “Good Neighbor Groups” : 

· Work with police to make crime-stopping more effective. 
· Work with housing inspectors to better maintain housing quality. 
· Inform all residents of neighborhood standards by delivering a “Good Neighbor Guide.” 
· Develop a sense of ownership in new residents by welcoming them to the neighborhood. 
· Coordinate safety watch for senior citizens and neighbors on vacation; designate Block 

Parents to create supervised safe havens for kids. 
· Develop neighborhood-based resolution for problems. 
· Start newsletters and email lists to keep neighbors informed about safety (break ins, speeding 

traffic), and “meet your neighbor” events (yard sales, meetings, garden exchanges, block 
parties), etc. 

 
Work With Landlords to Improve Rental Property & Ge t Responsible Tenants : 

· Hold absentee landlords accountable with a “vice squad” strategy to shut down problem spots 
and strictly enforce housing standards on long-time run-down homes. 

· Help small landlords run background and credit checks to get responsible tenants. 
· Work with responsible landlords to help resolve issues they face. 
· Create stronger incentives for better screening of renters by increasing penalties on 

irresponsible landlords for repeat noise, trash, and safety violations by their tenants. 
· Register renters to prevent overcrowding and ensure renters pay their fair share. 
· Organize neighbors to pressure landlords with phone calls about their problem renters. 
· Slant rental license fees to encourage owner-occupied rental, penalize absenteeism. 

 


